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ABSTRACI

FEDERAL PRCMOTION OF TRANSPORTATION ON TEE
INLAND WATERWAYS OF THE UNITED STATES

The Maritime Adrministration of the U.S. Department of
Transportaticn promotes the commercial usage of the waterways.
The Agency's Title XI Ship Financing Program, providing
Government guarantees of private sector loans, for example, helps
operators to acguire new vessels. In addition, the Agency
conducts research on the markets for inland marine transport
services, performs analyses and makes projections of commodity
flows and vessel requirements, and forecasts the need for new
port facilities and development.

This promotional activity is made complex by other Federal
activities and policy decisions. For example, the world demand
for steam coal creates a need to provide improved terminals and
shipping systems to reduce transportation costs and keep U.S.
coal competitively priced. At the same time, the need to reduce
all Federal costs has led to proposals to impose substantial user
fees for navigation and safety services provided by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Coast Guard. These fees would be
paid by commercial users of our ports and waterways who can be
expected to pass the added costs to consumers. Shifts to other
modes of transport may then occur.

In addition, there is considerable utilization within the United
States of intermodal transportation services which combine the
advantages of individual transport modes., Easing of truck and
rail regulations in 1980 has resulted in immediate interest in
coastal shipping in this context, but inland waterway
transportation offers similar new opportunities for coordinated,
efficient national transportation.

These issues demand current, accurate data and improved
analytical tools to support the decision making process as the
Government and the industry address seemingly conflicting needs
in the waterway system. Improved analysis will better define
fundamenthl economic and operational constraints on waterways
operatigAs. It will thus provide direction not only for policy
development and new legislation but for technological development
of vessels and marine equipment. Such development will improve
marine service efficiency and attract new markets for marine
services.
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