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The purpose of this paper is to examine mecre than mere rules

and proceedings in order to show that is necessary toc maintain
strong interest for to increase activities for SAR. One of these
are the communications process which it was considerated at Inter-
national Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue, 1979. However,
it is very impoftant to take in account implications related to
international and national developrent on this matter.

The communications in SAR which play an important role ané techno-
logy available for such a system are examinated. This is followed
by a critical analysis of the provisions of the Convention and a
study of its main features.

The analysis and assessment made in this work assist in reachinc
certain conclusions to improve the Convention made to substantially
reduce the loss of life at sea. Therefore, this work could be
improving the VIII Concress on Naval Encineering, Sea Transport
and Port Engineering made by IPIN.
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Beicre dealing with the vital role of communications in

1 and Rescue, it would e useful to say a brief werd on the
8!

a
uty to render assistancs.

The duty to render assistance to persons in distress, which
is one of the oldest traditions of the sea, derives from the
rules of chivalry (I) and later received support from Christian
teaching. It still appears is many recent international

conventions.

Article II of the Convention for the Unification of Cartain
Rules of Law Relating to Assistance and Salvage a+ Sea 1910,

tates: (2)
"Every master is bound, so far as he can do so
without serious danger to his vessel, her crew
anéd her passenger, to render assistance to
everybody, even though an enemy, found at sea in
danger of being lost."

The Genova Convention on the High Seas, 1958, in article 12,
paragraph 2, provides: (3)
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