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History

The United States Merchant Marine Academy is a public institution cperated by
the Maritime Administration, United States Department of Transportation. A
federal law known as the Merchant Marine Act of 1936 established the federal
govermment's role in the education and training of U. S. Merchant Marine
Officers. As a result of this policy, the Academy was constructed at Kings
Point, New York and dedicated on September 30, 1943.

The Academy served the nation well during World War ITI by graduating over six
thousand merchant marine officers who joined the growing merchant fleet.

In 1949, the 8lst Congress authorized the Academy to grant a Bachelor of Science
Degree to graduates. The Degree was soon accredited by the Middle States Assco~
ciation of Colleges and Schools, the regional accrediting organization.

While the Academy has always had an engineering program, resulting in an alumi
who serve in thousards of technical and management positions in the maritime
industry, it was not until recently that the Academy sought and obtained accred-
itation of the engineering curriculum from the professional engineering accred-
itation organization, i.e. Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology
(ABET) formerly the Engineers' Council for Professional Development (ECPD). Five
years ago, the Maritime Administration upon recammendation of the Academy Super-
intendent and the Advisory Board authorized the Academy to seek engineering
accreditation. In June 1982, the first students graduated fram the accredited
curriculum of Marine Engineering Systems.

Marine Engineering Systems

Historically, the marine engineer was a designer, builder and manager of machinery
camponents and systems for ships. As the complexity of ships has continued to
grow other engineering specialists working in the maritime support industries have
taken over many of the historical activities of the marine engineer. Tocay, most
would agree that the specialization called marine engineering is concermed with
the design, construction and management of systems for marine platforms. The
evolved discipline of marine engineering with its emphasis on systems requires

the practictioner to be skilled in the methods of system engineering, including
control theory, electronics, camputers, econcmics, optimization methods, and
man-machine problem solving methods as well as the traditional mechanical design
and heat power disciplines of marine engineering. For this reason, the Engineer-
ing Faculty devised and achieved accreditation recognition of a new curriculum
in Marine Engineering Systems. It is a curriculum designed to prepare a gradu-
ate for a technical engineering or technical management role in the many segments
of the intermational marine irdustry.
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